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piano, computer

Simon Bahr
2020

About the piece

Single Finger Mode is a piece for a pianist and a computer playing together on one piano. Therefore the
instrument must be MIDI-capable. The piece is composed algorithmically, which allows the computer to
rate the accuracy of the live-performance (pitches, durations, dynamics, etc.) in comparison to the score.
With each note it computes a highscore and uses it to generate an accompaniment to the notes played
by the performer. The more accurate the computer considers the performance, the more it will be tamed
and adjust to the music played. The less accurate the computer considers the performance, the more will
it come to live on its own: It likes tonal chords and consonances very much and is always in for a little fun.

Notes on notation

 Undashed lines below the staffs always refer to the sustainpedal. The pedal is also a trigger.

« The notation contains some apparently absurd elements (e.g. specific note durations while pedal is
down). However, they will be rated by the computer and influence the music in that way.

« Undissolved accidentals apply for the rest of the respective bar ("tradidtional way").

« The notation is an instruction on how to "fight" the computer. It is up to the performer to follow it all the
way through, in parts or not at all.
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